SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
105th Comgress July 15, 1998, 9:5p.m.
2nd Session Vote No. 205 Page S-8282 Tem Record

AGRICULTURE APPROPRIATIONS/Livestock Price Disclosure

SUBJECT: Agricultu re, Rural Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill for fiscal year 1999 . . . S. 2159.
Cochran motion to table the Kerrey/Burns amendment No. 3161.

ACTION: MOTION TO TABLE FAILED, 49-49

SYNOPSIS:  As reported, S. 2159, thegkiculture, Rural Develoment, and Relatedgencies Avpropriations Bill for fiscal
year 1999, wilprovide $56.813 billion in new biggt authoriy, which is $7.060 billion more thamovided last
year. The increase gimarily due to increased CommaogiCredit Coporation mandatgrpayments.

The Kerrey/Burns amendmentwould create a $earpilot program under whiclpurchasers, sellers, and marketers of livestock,
livestockproducts, meat, or meptoducts in an unmanufactured form would bgureed to r@ort to the Secretgirof Agriculture
such information on thprices and the terms of their transactions gsested iy the Secretyr, and the Secretamwould publish
those terms without reveatjproprietary business information or the identities of fiagties to the transactions. Thegaement
of Agriculture would bepermitted to issue grilations barrig practices relatig to livestock, meat, or meptoduct sales that it
determined were noncgretitive. Apanel would be created for heagiconplaints by livestockproducers of illgal retaliation ly
meatpackers, and would be allowed to awapda 3 times the amount of dages sustainedybviolations. Finaly, the amendment
would require the Dgartment of Agriculture to stug: the extent to which Federal lendipractices angbolicies have contributed,
or are contributig, to market concentration in the livestock andydaéctors; and whether Fedepalicies ragarding the financial
system of the United States apiately take account of the weather apdce volatility risks inherent in livestock and dgir
enteprises.

During debate, Senator Cochran moved to table the amendment. A motion to table is not debatable; however, some d
preceded the makinof the motion. General] those favorig the motion to tablepposed the amendment; thoggposing the
motion to table favored the amendment.

NOTE: After the vote, the amendment wasadd by voice vote.

(See other side)

YEAS (49) NAYS (49) NOT VOTING (2)
Republicans Democrats Republicans Democrats Republicans Democrats
(47 or 85%) (2 or 5%) (8 or 15%) (41 or 95%) 0) 2

Abraham Hutchison Breaux Burns Akaka Kerrey Bingaman?

Allard Inhofe Graham Enzi Baucus Kerry Glenn?

Ashcroft Jeffords Grams Biden Kohl

Bennett Kempthorne Grassley Boxer Landrieu

Bond Kyl Hagel Bryan Lautenberg

Brownback Lott Santorum Bumpers Leahy

Campbell Lugar Stevens Byrd Levin

Chafee Mack Thomas Cleland Lieberman

Coats McCain Conrad Mikulski

Cochran McConnell Daschle Moseley-Braun

Collins Murkowski Dodd Moynihan

Coverdell Nickles Dorgan Murray

Craig Roberts Durbin Reed

D’Amato Roth Feingold Reid

DeWine Sessions Feinstein Robb

Domenici Shelby Ford Rockefeller .

Faircloth Smith, Bob Harkin Sarbanes EXPLA.N.ATION. OF ABSENCE:

Frist Smith, Gordon Hollings Torricelli 1—Official Business

Gorton Snowe Inouye Wellstone 2—Necessarily Absent

Gramm Specter Johnson Wyden 3—lliness

Gregg Thompson Kennedy 4—Other

Hatch Thurmond

Helms Warner SYMBOLS:

Hutchinson AY—Announced Yea
AN—AnNnounced Nay
PY—Paired Yea
PN—~Paired Nay

Compiled and written by the staff of the Republican Policy Committee—Larry E. Craig, Chairman
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Those favoringthe motion to table contended:

We sipport thegoal of this amendment but not the method. Under cuprantices, mosprices are alreadreported voluntary
to the United States [Partment of Ayriculture (USDA), whichpublishes the data. On the boxed beef side, thueeters of all
terms of sales areperted, and on the live cattle side two-thirds of afjaiated terms are perted. Would we like there to be total
trangareng? Of course--free marketperate more efficiengland effectivef whenever more data is available. Ranchers would
be less like} to take unfaiprices based on an inaccurate understanaitheprevailing fair prices. However, we do not believe
that it would be helful to create a new mandayoscheme t@et additional information. Once we mad@ading mandatoy,
regulatory andpaperwork burdens would inevitabkesult, therpeagple would devise Igal ways toget around those perting
requirements when tlyewanted to keginformation secret, then thegrdatoty andpaperwork burdens would be increased in an
effort to st that evasion, and so on and so on. We are not tlyeoagk who have thigpmion--the National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association, which raresents the rank and file ranchers whom our aplies sy they want to hgb, has written to us inpposition
to the amendment. Our coltgses tell us that President Clinton and the bureaucrats at fiaetident of Ayriculture sypport their
amendment. We do not doubt thatytitieink that the wgto hep America’s ranchers is with new Federaulations, but we know
that the ranchers themselves dieg. We disgree as well, and thus goort the motion to table this amendment.

Those opposinghe motion to table contended:

The Kerrg/Burns amendment has been offered tp belall ranchig operations. In thg@ast, ranchig operations perated with
a high degree of tranpareng. In recentyears, however, the meadcking industly has consolidated, and with that consolidation
has comerice secreg. Just thre@ackers control between g@rcent and 8percent of the market. Thopackers are najiving
enowh information on therices that the pay. Also, the amount of vertical market igtation is raidly increasig, and in such
situations there is nprice reporting. Smaller ranchig operations are havigna hard timegetting a fair price for their livestock
because thehave inadgquatepricing information. Partiall as a result we have thedast ever digarity between therice that
cattlemerget when thg sell their cattle and tharice of beef in the qpermarket. Livestockroducers are in as much trouble as other
farmers across the couptand thousands of them wgib broke vey soon if we do not enact reforms. The KefBairns amendment
would enact one reform that would not to give ary special advantge, for small, famif ranchers, but instead woylast try to
level theplaying field a little by requiring price reporting. This 3yearpilot program is spported ly ranchers, it is saported ly the
President, and it is pported ly the Dgpartment of Agriculture. We uge our collegues to spport it as well.



